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What we did yesterday… 



Head domain: Foot head plus units 
directly dominated by the head 

Ft 

σ+ 

µ+ µ+ 

σ- 

µ- 

‘Syllabic trochee’ 

Ft 

σ 

µ+ µ- 

‘Moraic trochee’ 

Accent 1 Accent 2 



Rule A (Cologne) 
Phrase-medial position 

 
T à µ+ Accent 1 Accent 2 

 
µ+ µ+ µ+ µ- 

Declarative 
H*L 

 
 

Interrogative 
L*H 

 
 

H* 
L H* 

L* H L* 



Rule B (Arzbach) 
Phrase-medial position, dec 

 
*µ+ / L Accent 1 Accent 2 

 
µ+ µ+ µ+ µ- 

Declarative 
H*L 

 
 H* L 

H* 
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µ- 

Ft 

σ 

µ+ µ- 

Accent 1 Accent 2 

[d  a   ʊ  v ə]#

σ 

µ- 

[d  a   ʊ  v ə]#

Faith (Ft-Hd) >> IambicTrochaicLaw 
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Accent 1 Accent 2 

[d  a   ʊ  f]# [d  a   ʊ  f]#



Goals of today’s lecture 

•  Look at a different type of tone accent 
system: Serbo-Croatian 

•  In some ways similar to Franconian, 
e.g. binary contrast 

•  But also quite different, e.g. contrast on 
CV-syllables 



The tone accent contrast in 
Standard Serbian 

•  Serbo-Croatian (also Slovene) has two 
tone accents: the falling vs. the rising 
accent 

•  Can occur on monomoraic syllables 
(short vowels) and bimoraic syllables 
(long vowels) 



Some minimal pairs  
(Mandic and Wagner 2005) 

•  Falling vs. rising tone 
•  |para ‘steam’ vs. |para ‘money’ 
•  |mlada ‘bride’ vs. |mlada ‘young woman’ 
•  Long vs. short vowels 

– Rise: |zavesti ‘to seduce’ vs. |zavesti ‘to 
stitch’ 

– Rise: |pas ‘dog’ vs. |pas ‘belt’ 



The tone accent contrast in 
Standard Serbian 



Analysis by  
Zec and Zsiga (2009); from now: ZZ 

•  Tone and stress interact 
•  Two levels: lexical and postlexical stratum 
•  Lexical tone determines the placement of 

tone in the lexical stratum 
•  Stress determines the placement of tone in 

the postlexical stratum 
•  Formalized in Stratal Optimality Theory 
•  Note: all further tableaux / graphs are taken 

from ZZ 



Distribution of pitch accents 

Patterns (stress in bold) 
1 syl: H 
2 syl: HL / LH 
3 syl: HLL / LHL / LLH 
4 syl: HLLL / LHLL / LLHL / LLLH 
 



Lexical level 



Typology of  
tone / stress interactions 



Typology of tone / stress 
interactions 

•  ZZ argue that Serbo-Croatian is…  
•  Type 1 at the lexical level (tone governs 

stress) 
•  Type 2 at the postlexical level (stress 

governs tone) 



Stress head vs. tone head 

•  A word has two heads 
– A stress head, where stress is located 
– A tone head, i.e., the syllable that carries a 

high tone (H = Prominence) 



Stress head vs. tone head 



Descriptive generalizations 

•  The stress always has to precede the 
high tone, if possible, but never by more 
than one syllable 

•  How do ZZ derive this pattern? 



















Why toneless forms? 

•  One the one hand, one would expect 
that there should be a default (i.e., not 
all words may need to have a lexical 
tone that determines the position of 
stress) 

•  On the other hand, ZZ discuss evidence 
from stress shifts in prefixation 





Postlexical stratum 













What do you think? 

•  What do you like about the analysis? 
•  Are there things you would consider 

problematic? 
•  What might be problematic about the 

facts for a metrical approach? 
•  How could this system have come into 

existence? 


